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Abstract 

    This study aims at identifying the role of the EU in the development of human rights in Palestine, 

and whether this role contributed to this area and the extent to which the projects submitted go 

along with the national objectives and policies, and whether these projects boosted the chances of 

building the Palestinian Stateõs institutions. The researcher included forms of foreign policy and the 

factors affecting them, and processes of decision-making institutions in the European Union and the 

stages and mechanisms of decision-making in the Union's foreign policy. The research discusses 

human rights as an objective of the foreign policy of the European Union and implemented tools. 

This research studies the backgrounds of the EU foreign policy in Palestine, starting from 1967 up 

to the year 2012, and attitudes toward human rights violations. The research focuses on the EU 

support to the development of Palestine in general and concentrates on the financial of the human 

rights projects in accordance with the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights 

from 2007 to 2012. 

The research is based on descriptive analytical method and uses other tools, namely questionnaires 

on community organizations that have implemented projects funded by the European Union in 

accordance with the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights and interviews with 

specialists in the field of human rights development. 
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The Outcome of the Study 

1. The absence of a strategic Palestinian plan, led to systematic random projects that are 

provided and implemented by the civil human rights organizations in Palestine. 

2. The absence of systematic assessment of effective Palestinian human rights organizations, 

made the image look blurry and difficult to judge the contribution and accuracy of the 

European-funded projects 

3. The concept of development of human rights workers is unclear and might have different 

interpretations. 

4. The researcher noted weakness in the partnership between the Palestinian NGOs and the 

European Union with regard to the determination of the developmental needs of the local 

community 

Therefore, the research recommended: 

1. The need to develop a Palestinian comprehensive plan to develop the participation of all 

local, national and international involved institutions to be on the basis of European 

funding projects to the Palestinians in order to achieve the higher national interests, and the 

importance of working to strengthen the partnership between the community and the 

institutions of the European Union in setting priorities and needs of development in 

Palestine 
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2. The need to build the capacity of national human rights institutions with respect the 

management of sustainable development and the concepts of  overall development 

concerning human rights. 

3. Human rights organizations influence the  trends of  European public opinion to achieve the 

possibility of pressure for the development of the EU's contribution to take more 

supportive  and executive positions  in the interest of the Palestinian people and their just 

cause 

The researcher believes that the recognition of the State of Palestine by the United Nations should 

involve itself with the international treaties, organizations to make better use of forms of support 

across countries and international gatherings, particularly the European Union, especially regarding 

the development and support of human rights, and on the Palestinian leadership to make an 

effective effort to take advantage of this international recognition. 
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Á ICHR

 The Independent Commission for Human Rights 

Á PCHR

Palestinian Center for Human Rights 

 

Á IHRC

Icelandic Human Rights Center

Á EIDHR

European Initiatives for Democracy and Human Rights

Á MEDA 

Méditerrean European Démarches Accompagnateurs

 

Á TIM

Temporary International Mechanism

Á PEGASE

Mécanisme Palestino-Européen de Gestion de l'AideSocio-Economique

Á CFSP

Common Foreign and Security Policy
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